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What ARE You? Talking about interracial identities and relationships

By Grace Hwang Lynch

Talking about mixed-race relationships can be tricky, and even more so when discussing the topic across
generational lines. In April, I was part of the panel discussion "What ARE You? Navigating interracial identities
and relationships" at the North America Taiwanese Women's Association (NATWA) 2013 Convention in Los
Angeles. As I headed down to the conference for breakfast, I realized that the overwhelming majority of the
participants were closer to my parents' age, and as I scanned the crowded tables for a place to sit, I took a deep
breath and chose a seat next to some women exchanged some pleasantries in Taiwanese, and then listened to them
gripe about their daughters who spent too much time chasing after and worrying about their young grandchildren.
Ahh... just like home.

The seminar was organized by NATWA II, the second-generation branch of the organization, and while I
expected the discussion to be dominated by panelists in their 20s, 30s and 40s, I was pleasantly surprised at the
level of interaction and genuine desire for honest dialogue by the older generation, as well.

On the panel, I was joined by Professor Roselyn Hsueh, teacher and writer Monica Zarazua and NATWA 11
moderator Jennifer Kuo. Roselyn is a Professor of Political Science and Asian Studies at Temple University, and
18 married to a mixed-race Mexican/Caucasian American. Monica 18 an elementary school teacher and fiction
writer who 1s mixed-race Taiwanese and Mexican American. As the discussion started, we all agreed that Taiwanese
are uniquely position to understand interracial relationships and identities, with the island's long history of
colonialization and immigration. Add to that the fact that we -- or our parents-- are immigrants to America, and
you get a group of people whose understanding of identity is already more fluid than people from more homogenous
backgrounds. Roselyn expressed it well by saying that not only do Taiwanese Americans have the ability to
understand cultural identity, we have also exercised our sense of self-determination to construct a uniquely Taiwanese
identity from those various influences.

Monica shared her first-hand experiences being a mixed-race person growing up on military bases and then in
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Birmingham, Alabama, how the other Taiwanese immigrant women ostracized her mother, not only because of her
interracial marriage, but also because of her Buddhist faith and more independent viewpoints.

The discussion was quite casual, and I had come to the table prepared to talk about my experiences raising
mixed-race children. But as I was speaking and listening to the discussion, it struck me: raising hapa children and
helping them process their identities was as much of a pivotal point in my own journey of identity as my experience
as a 10-year-old moving from the Midwest and joining a community where there were many Taiwanese American
kids like myself.

During my kids' earliest years, I thought they were too young to talk about issues of culture and identity -- and
[ just didn't bring those things up explicitly. During Big Brother's toddler years, he offered unsolicited comments
such as,

"Chopsticks are Chinese, and I use them because
I'm Chinese!"

and

"My Ah Ma speaks Spanish, you know."

But the conversation really got interesting when

the floor was opened up to the audience. While the
panel was a breakout session that took place in a smaller conference room, the crowd was a good mixture of second-
generation women in their 20s, 30s and 40s, as well as older, first-generation Taiwanese Americans. And a handful
of men joined in, too.

While immigrant parents are often thought of as opposing interracial dating and marriage, the majority of
people in the crowd were open to the idea, with their main concerns being about their children's (and future
grandchildren's) well being and happiness. Their comments reflected wisdom about the challenges of any marriages
and the additional difficulties that might be posed by cultural differences. Interestingly enough, the "mixed marriages”
that came up often in discussion were those between Taiwanese and mainland Chinese! The discussion also veered
touched upon gender roles and varying expectations - or hopes - for sons as opposed to daughters. I also learned a
few things from the members of audience, such as how Taiwanese culture places greater emphasis on relationships
between in-laws; whereas in America, it's not uncommon for a husband's and wife's parents to have little interaction
with each other.

Sometimes people fall in love with unexpected partners, and we certainly can't control which members of our
family fall in love with. But we can offer guidance to help each other choose partners who treat us with love and
respect, and support one another in learning and passing down Taiwanese culture, whether it's through language,

traditions or foods.

Thank you, NATWA and NATWA I for tackling a controversial topic and organizing such a thoughtful event.
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) EAZE My retirement new life in
California

Retiring after 42 years of services.

Moving 3000 miles from the small wonder
state to the sunshine golden state.

Moving from a four bedrooms house to a
small home sweet home.

Gathering with kids and grand kids every
week instead of 3 or 4 times a year.

Watching and playing with grand kids when
there is a date.

Attending the senior center's daily
activities.

Enjoying the creative dancing movement
class and Ikebana Sogetsu school workshop
weekly.

Hiking through a scenic trail or a
historical coastline with our "Walk, Talk and
be Healthy" group twice a month.

Wearing out two new sneakers in two years.

Trading four distinct seasons, the gorgeous
white snow day, the floating clouds across the
sky and the melodies of dancing rain with the
awesome sunshine yet alike one season.

Exchanging the sale tax rate from 0 to 9+
percent for the enjoyment of California's
flowers, vegetables and weather.

Cut off many old dear friends,likable
coworkers and family members in the east coast.

Having a blessing new retirement life in
the west yet I am still learning, adjusting,
and discovering but enjoy it very much.
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An Inspired Lover of Taiwan

By Monique Lee Hawthorne

One cannot help but feel inspired by Dr. Lily Wang. She is of course all things accomplished, doctor of
pediatric radiology, active in her community, a concert pianist, a singer, a water color artist; the list could go on
forever. But above all her accomplishments and goals in life, the most infectious and inspiring is her unending love
and passion advocating for her homeland, Taiwan.

Dr. Wang was born in Taiwan, went to high school in New Zealand and then got her medical degree in
Australia. Her presentation to NATWA, however, revealed that although her physical body had left Taiwan, she
carried it with her in her heart. Dr. Wang has worked tirelessly regarding Taiwan's bid to obtain observer status at
the WHA. Dr. Wang illustrated this need by describing the SARS outbreak in 2003. It was not until seven weeks
after the first SARS case was identified in Taiwan that the WHO sent any officials to Taiwan. In contrast, Singapore,
a small country similar in socio-economic status and size, received WHO officials immediately. Singapore reported
no cases of SARs during the outbreak. She said Taiwan's exclusion from the WHO is like a "hole in the net" in the
event of a major global outbreak of avian flu or other diseases. Dr. Wang is the youngest person to ever serve as the
president of the Taiwanese Association of Cincinnati.

It was evident in listening to Dr. Wang speak that, unlike so many children of Taiwanese immigrants who seem
to follow in the footsteps of their parents' cause, Dr. Wang has blazed her own path. She has traveled to Taiwan to
vote, not because her parents asked her to, but because she wanted to be there herself.

Dr. Wang's speech sparked in me a little bit of guilt. The guilt rushed over me when she led the NATWA
members in not one, not two, but THREE Taiwanese language folk songs: every verse, every chorus, leading as if
she was born to do this. I nervously glanced around when I did not recognize the songs and noticed so many
beaming faces singing along, many of them with tears in their eyes. She had struck a chord of emotion buried in
these first generation Taiwanese Americans and Canadians.

As T listened to each song, my guilt turned into awe. What I realized in listening to Dr. Wang was that we each,
as second generation Taiwanese immigrants, had to make the cause of Taiwan our own. We need to find something
about Taiwan that makes it our own and not merely on loan from our parents or relatives. As one NATWA II
member put it, "I can't sing Taiwanese songs, but I make a mean lo-bah bung." Dr. Wang has inspired me to love
Taiwan as my own homeland.
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"| encourage you to not just live life, but to live life alive." - Charlene Chen

Kristina Lin

This year, I had the honor of receiving a scholarship to attend the NATWA II Convention in LA, where I got
to listen to many amazing female speakers and panelists share their stories, experiences, and wisdom. One of the
keynote speakers on Saturday was an interestingly talented and diverse woman named Charlene Chen. Her life
journey is unique and is rarely found in Taiwanese Americans, male and female alike. How many Taiwanese
American women do you know who have dual bachelor degrees in Psychology and Computer Science, have a
MBA degree, worked four years at Deloitte Consulting, and are currently working at KickStart International in
South Africa?

When I first saw the title of Charlene's speech, "Going Beyond Your Comfort Zone," I was already intrigued
and eager to hear all the advice she has to offer. I am still learning to explore and expand my horizons, as a current
undergraduate student, but what does that really mean, and how can I do so? As I listened to Charlene tell us her
story about her big transition from a comfortable life working in business technology in the US to a whole new
continent altogether, where she was sometimes discriminated against, I was inspired, to say the least. Her speech
did not lecture us on pursuing a "typical Taiwanese profession” or to give it up completely, but instead encouraged
us to pursue our passions and interests. This is always easier said than done, but I believe that is the moral of her life
story.

After offering us life advice, she opens the floor up to the audience of both first and second-generation
NATWA attendees, asking us what we consider to be stepping out of our comfort zone. The responses the NATWA
[ attendees gave ranged from supportive to hilarious: opera singing, writing a book, learning stand-up comedy,
playing guitar, going to Ethiopia, skydiving, and even pole dancing. It was heartwarming to see how enthusiastic
the people who spoke up were, when they really began to dream big. There is a little bit of Charlene in all of us,
a desire to explore and live life alive.

Charlene's talk concluded with a Q&A session, when the audience asked questions such as how has her
worldview changed since going to Africa, and what she thinks the worldview of Taiwanese Americans is?
Unexpectedly at this time, Charlene's father and a few male family friends advised her to seek a boyfriend and
marriage, in a joking and lighthearted tone. Yet this made me think back to the Taiwanese values of filial piety and
expectations of raising a family. For Taiwanese Americans, how does this play out in our lives? What does it mean
to embody these Taiwanese values yet simultaneously pursue our "American” independence and individuality? I
certainly wish Charlene the best and hope that if she were to get married, her spouse would be supportive and
willing to travel the world and live life to the fullest with her.

The beautiful thing about Charlene is that she does not talk the talk, but she truly walks the walk. She
personally exemplifies what it means to step out of your comfort zone and to embrace life and to pursue your
passions. Although not everyone will end up working in Africa after listening to and meeting Charlene, I believe
that many people have been touched or inspired by the way she takes risks and challenges herself. And so begs the
question: Am I challenging myself and stepping out of my comfort zone?
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NATWA Convention 2013

-- Sarah Hedges-Chou, NATWA II (Toronto, Canada)

When my Amabh invited me along with her to the
NATWA 2013 Convention in Los Angeles, I had no
1dea what to expect. I had many questions: Would there
be a language barrier? Would I be one of the only young
people? What would we talk about there?

These questions were soon out of my mind, as I
was instantly welcomed into a diverse group of inspiring
and accomplished women. The NATWA group proved
themselves to be exceptionally lively and kind, graciously
welcoming new members and familiar faces from across
North America. The atmosphere resembled a high school
reunion of sorts, with everyone hugging and laughing
and greeting old friends! I was so happy to be a part of
this great congregation of Taiwanese women, and
thoroughly enjoyed meeting and talking to attendees from
across Canada and the United States, and from all
backgrounds and professions. To hear many of their
stories about immigrating to a new country, raising
families, and the professional achievements of Taiwanese
women was extremely motivational. This positive
atmosphere and sense of celebration kept energies high
throughout the busy weekend.

The NATWA and NATWA II program perfectly
encapsulated the level of achievement and diversity of
experiences among this amazing group of women. Marie
Lin's speech on Taiwanese genetic heritage was a real
treat. Despite knowing nothing of genetics myself, Lin's
passion and expertise on the topic was tangible---even
with translation into English for the NATWA II members.
Charlene Chen proved to be an amazing speaker; she
shared her experiences globetrotting and working in
Kenya and encouraged us to seek out adventure and step
outside of our comfort zones. Dr. Lily Wang, in her
impressive tri-lingual address, did not disappoint. With
her infectious enthusiasm, she spoke of her many political
and professional pursuits, for Taiwan and in the health
sector. What an amazing group of speakers!
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Other
highlights of the
weekend included

the talent displayed
at NATWA and
LA Night, as well g’
as the roundtable l ]
discussion, "What

Are You?
Navigating Interracial Identities and Relationships"”, and
the NATWA II panel on domestic violence. Hugely
important topics, these issues spanned generational divides
and engaged their audiences. In the discussion on
interracial identities and relationships, the entire room
shared stories and experiences, conveying their struggles
and successes with their own identities, their children's
partners, grandchildren, etc. On the domestic violence
panel, the guest panelists shared their expertise and
experiences in the field to shed light on domestic violence,
and specifically how it affects North American Asian
populations. By starting this dialogue and drawing upon
the diverse experiences of the North American-Taiwanese
women's community, we have taken the important,
women-led, first step in addressing domestic violence in
our communities.

Exhausted and exhilarated, I was sad to say goodbye
to the many friends I made at the 2013 NATWA
Convention. Through my engagement with the NATWA
community and the amazing women [ met in LA, [ feel
more connected to my Taiwanese roots than ever before.
And to share this experience with my Amabh, a strong
and inspirational woman herself, only made this trip even
more rewarding. Thank you to all of those who worked
so hard to make this event a success. I had a great time
with the NATWA and NAWTA II women, and hope to
see you all in New Orleans in 2014!
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A Matter of Fact: Formosan Genetic Heritage

My parents have instilled in me at a very early age
that [ am Taiwanese. As I got older, I found myself
identifying as 100% Taiwanese and 100% American.
Being Taiwanese doesn't make me less American and
being American doesn't make me less Taiwanese. 1 often
found myself engaged in dialogue with others who didn't
know much or anything at all about Taiwan. I reasoned
to these friends and acquaintances that choosing to
identify with a certain ethnicity or nationality is a basic
human right. No government has a right to tell me what
or who I am. I thought that although genetically I am
probably Han Chinese, I choose to identify at Taiwanese.

This thought process then begs the question asked
by many politicians and China sympathizers: Why won't
the Taiwanese, who have a shared culture and ethnic
origin with the Chinese, simply accept Beijing's claim
that Taiwan is part of China? I have never had a
satisfying response to this question.

And then, at NATWA's convention, I learned that
my thought process was not grounded in fact. We were

LUEULSENY 5

Monique Lee Hawthome

honored to hear from Dr. Marie Lin, a genetic scientist
working at Mackay Memorial Hospital in Taiwan. Dr.
Lin's research establishes that being Taiwanese is more
than the right of self-determination, but as a matter of fact
in one's own genetic heritage. Through genetic mapping
cross referencing against immigration patters, Dr. Lin has
determined that the 85% of modern-day Taiwanese share
at least one characteristic with either coastal aborigines
or Southeast Asian islanders, like those of Polynesian
descent. Dr. Lin arrived at this conclusion by studying
human leukocyte antigens, maternal mitochondrial and
paternal markers. Based on blood type, the Minnan and
Hakka, who are two subsets of the Taiwanese people, belong
to the Southeast Asian ethnology. This is markedly
different from the genetic markers of northern Han Chinese.

Being able to hear Dr. Lin's presentation has
drastically changed my understanding of what it means
to be Taiwanese. It is, of course, still a matter of choice
who one chooses to be, Taiwanese or other. But in light
of Dr. Lin's research, it is also for many, being Taiwanese:
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