
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date:
March 22, 2010

From:
North America Taiwanese Women(s Association

Contact:
Helen Loo, (215) 361-3618, synge2010@verizon.net

On Tuesday, March 23 at 10:00 a.m., a delegation representing six major Taiwanese organizations will meet with Director Ted Mann of the Office of Taiwan Coordination, Department of State, and Managing Director of AIT Barbara Schrage at the AIT office in Rosslyn, Virginia.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the 17,000 letters to President Obama which the group has collected with assistance from two NGOs in Taiwan.

The letter campaign was kicked off July 2009 by the North American Taiwanese Women(s Association (NATWA).  All major Taiwanese American organizations have joined in this effort.  Many people in Taiwan, Japan and Canada have endorsed and signed the letter, including prominent scholars.

A condensed version of the letter is attached.  The sponsoring organizations are as follows:

Formosan Association for Human Rights

Formosan Association for Public Affairs

North America Taiwanese Professors' Association

North America Taiwanese Women's Association

Presbyterian Church of Taiwan

Taiwan Hakka Association of Public Affairs in North America

Taiwan Association of University Professors

Taiwanese American Association

President Barack Obama

The White House

Washington, D.C.  20500

Dear President Obama:

We write you today to alert you to an impending geostrategic disaster facing the United States in the Taiwan Strait, which seems to escape the attention of Washington(s policy establishment.  We urge you to act before it is too late to protect America(s interests in Asia.

A crisis is gathering in the Taiwan Strait.  While a great majority of the Taiwanese people wishes to keep their freedom, the Kuomintang (KMT) government under President Ma Ying-jeou has been pursuing a policy of incremental capitulation by reducing the budget and size of Taiwan's military, deepening the dependency of its economy on China and downgrading Taiwan's international status. Economic integration measures negotiated by the Chinese Communist Party and the KMT are implemented by the Executive Yuan without public debate or approval by the Legislative Yuan. Taiwan is being delivered into Beijing's grasp by stealth.

While there has been an ostensible easing of tension across the Taiwan Strait due to concessions the Ma administration has made to China, the People(s Liberation Army(s preparations for war against Taiwan have not slackened. If the Kuomintang pushes the signing of a peace accord with China in the next couple of years, massive bloody protests could be the result.  Such upheaval could provide the People(s Liberation Army with a pretext to invade Taiwan.

Taiwan is facing double jeopardy: an external military threat from China and internal subversion by the Ma government, which is dominated by radical elements in the KMT who are collaborating with Beijing to steadily demolish Taiwan's sovereignty and democracy.

If Taiwan were to fall by PLA coercion or internal subversion, the U.S. would suffer a geostrategic disaster. The sea lanes and air space around Taiwan are critical to the survival of Japan and South Korea. Once in control of Taiwan, China would be in position to pressure Japan and South Korea to become its vassal states. Given Japan's unstable domestic politics and its aversion to nuclear weapons, Japan would likely cave once the credibility of the U.S. as keeper of peace in East Asia had been lost. With the demise of the U.S.-Japan military alliance, the U.S. would be forced to retreat all the way back to Hawaii.

As the new hegemon of Asia, China would be able to requisition Japan(s considerable financial and technological resources to build up its wealth and military power.  With the combined strength of the world(s second and third largest economies, it would not be unrealistic for China to aspire to replace the United States as the world(s greatest superpower.

In order to keep the peace in East Asia and ultimately to protect homeland security, the U.S. must continue to support democracies and uphold the Taiwanese people's aspirations for freedom.  Abraham Lincoln conceived America as mankind(s (last best hope on earth.(  Lincoln(s America would not walk away from a democracy, nor can the US afford to do so now.

Mr. President, to keep the peace in the Taiwan Strait and to encourage China to pursue peaceful development, we urge you and the Congress to take the following steps:

First, reaffirm the Taiwan Relations Act and the U.S. policy that the future of Taiwan must be determined by peaceful means and that the U.S. opposes any unilateral action to change the status quo;

Second, voice concern about the erosion of freedom of speech and assembly and the loss of judicial independence on Taiwan;

Third, remove counterproductive restrictions on U.S.-Taiwan contacts by sending a cabinet member to Taiwan, allowing U.S. Navy ships to call on Taiwan(s ports; and

Fourth, deploy two aircraft carrier task forces in the Western Pacific and secure basing rights in the Philippines and the Ryukyu Islands in order to maintain the capacity to resist any resort to force or other forms of coercion.

Mr. President, we firmly believe that America(s national security and its democratic values both call for unwavering support of Taiwan(s freedom.  We respectfully await your response to our requests. Thank you for your consideration.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Statement of the Formosan Association

for Human Rights (FAHR)
presented by Helen Allen

March 23, 2010


The Formosan Association for Human Rights was established in 1976 by Taiwanese Americans in the New York and Los Angeles areas. Now we have members across the United States.  Over the years our Association has expended much effort supporting political dissidents in Taiwan and their families, trying to alleviate their suffering.


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. (Article 1)

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. (Article 3)

Our association firmly believes in these principles and our goal is to help preserve these basic human rights for the people of Taiwan.


Both the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (adopted 16 December 1966 by the UN General Assembly) states in Article 1:

All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.

At a U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission hearing on March 18, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State David Shear said:

We insist that cross-Strait differences be resolved peacefully and according to the wishes of the people on both sides of the Strait.

But how will the people of Taiwan express their wishes concerning the future of Taiwan?  Taiwan’s referendum law is designed to prevent any referendum from succeeding.  No referendum has ever passed due to the many obstacles to holding a referendum and the high threshold for passage.


We urge the United States to seriously consider organizing an international consortium of disinterested nations to conduct and supervise a plebiscite under the right circumstances so the people of Taiwan would have an opportunity to determine their own future peacefully and without outside intimidation or internal subversion.  This idea was suggested by some scholars in Taiwan and we believe it has merit.


The Taiwan Relations Act provides that “The preservation and enhancement of the human rights of all the people on Taiwan are hereby reaffirmed as objectives of the United States.” [Section 2(c)]


The right to self-determination is a basic human right.  We urge President Obama to support the Taiwanese people’s right to self-determination.  Such policy is not only in accord with our nation’s democratic values, it would also in the long run help steer China toward the path of peaceful development.


Thank you.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NATWA Statement
presented by Helen Loo

April 23, 2010

1.
The North American Taiwanese Women's Association or NATWA has over one thousand members across the United States and Canada. One of the missions of NATWA is the promotion of human rights and democracy, especially in Taiwan.

2.
Ever since the election of Ma Ying-jeou as president of the Republic of China on Taiwan, there has been growing concern among our members and the overseas Taiwanese community about the Ma government's China leaning policies and the rapid erosion of democracy in Taiwan. Ma 's agenda is,  we believe, incremental surrender of Taiwan's freedom by stealth. So in July of last year, NATWA launched a campaign to collect 10,000 letters to President Barack Obama, asking him to pay attention to the gathering crisis in the Taiwan Strait. 


NATWA president Sheyling Chang has asked Mr. Jay T Loo to draft a letter to President Obama and to serve as the project's spokesman. NATWA then asked several major Taiwanese American organizations, which are represented here today, as well as the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan and the Taiwan Association of University Professors, to help collect the signed letters. In about three months' time, we  have collected over 17,000 letters, nearly 10,000 letters from Taiwan, several hundred from Canada, around a hundred from Japan and the rest from all across the United States. Many letters were signed by non-Taiwanese American and Japanese citizens. This enthusiastic response reflects a shared anxiety about Taiwan's future.

3.
In 2004 during the months before the presidential election in Taiwan, the Taiwanese American organization also collected 9,000 letters to President George W. Bush. On that occasion, the representatives of the participating organizations were invited to meet with Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Randy Schriver at the State Department, who responded positively to the two requests we made in that letter, on behalf of President Bush. 

4.
Chinese president Hu Jintao has said he wants to sign a peace accord with Taiwan as soon as possible. It is quite likely that Ma Ying-Jeou  will succumb to this pressure and give up Taiwan's freedom. The Unites States could suffer a huge geostrategic, political, and diplomatic setback before the end of 2012.


We request Director Mann and Director Schrage to forward our letter to the White House, perhaps with a report on today's meeting. If we could get an acknowledgment from the White House that president Obama has personally read our letter, this gesture would no doubt reassure the 17,000 signers of the letters, that the United States intends to stay engaged in East Asia as the guarantor of peace and security in the region.


Thank you.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1U.S.-Taiwan relations: the need for high level communications

In her recent book Strait Talk, Professor Nancy Tucker of Georgetown University described the misunderstanding and mistrust which plagued U.S.-Taiwan relations over the past six decades.  These problems persist today.


Ever since 1979 when the Carter administration decided to recognize the Beijing government and cut off diplomatic relations with the ROC government on Taiwan, the U.S. government has imposed various restrictions on contacts between Washington and Taipei.  U.S. flag officers are not allowed to visit Taiwan.  High level Taiwan officials are not allowed to visit Washington.  Taiwan’s military officers receiving training in the United States are prohibited from wearing uniforms.  These self-imposed restrictions have hampered effective communications between Washington and Taipei.


The military balance across the Taiwan Strait has shifted decisively in China’s favor.  The Ma Ying-jeou administration is actively pursuing a policy of economic and political integration with China, against the wishes of the majority of the Taiwanese people.  Taiwan’s freedom is in jeopardy.


Deputy Assistant Secretary of State David Shear stated on March 18:  “We are opposed to unilateral attempts by either side to change the status quo.”  But how would the United States deal with the collaboration between the Chinese Communist Party and the Kuomintang to scuttle Taiwan’s democracy and sovereignty?  The Obama administration must pay close attention to the rapidly changing situation within Taiwan and Washington needs to initiate high level visits with Taipei.


Congressman Ed Royce of California has suggested sending a cabinet member to Taipei and having U.S. naval ships call on Taiwan’s ports.  During Typhoon Morakot, the U.S. military was able to extend assistance to Taiwan expeditiously–an action which was greatly appreciated and lifted the morale of the Taiwanese.  High level visits between Washington and Taipei help improve relations and forestall unpleasant surprises.


We urge President Obama to take action before it is too late.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1U.S.-Taiwan relations:  weapons sales

In January the Obama administration approved the sale of a $6.4 billion package of arms to Taiwan, including PAC-III missiles and Black Hawk helicopters.  This is an affirmation of the Taiwan Relations Act, which says it is U.S. policy to “provide Taiwan with arms of a defensive character.”


The request by the Taiwan government to purchase 66 F-16C/D jet fighters, however, is still pending.  The February 16 report of the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency found that Taiwan’s fleet of aging aircraft urgently need upgrades and replenishment.  Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense recently reported that Taiwan’s fighter aircraft are generally inferior to China’s.  There is no question Taiwan needs the F-16 C/D fighters to redress the growing military imbalance against Taiwan.


Some analysts doubt that the Obama administration would risk angering Beijing by approving the sale of the F-16 C/Ds.  But under the TRA, the President and the Congress are required to determine the nature and quantity of arms sales to Taiwan “based solely on their judgment of the needs of Taiwan.”  In August 1982, President Reagan also assured Taipei that Washington will not hold prior consultations with Beijing on arms sales to Taiwan.


We urge President Obama to approve the sale of the F-16 C/Ds soon , since the production of the F-16 is closing down.  Such show of resolve will help in reassuring Japan whose recent attempt to distance itself from the United States is due in part to its growing doubt about America’s commitment to stay in East Asia over the long haul.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Taiwan’s geostrategic value to the United States, Japan and Korea
March 23, 2010


While there has been an ostensible easing of tension across the Taiwan Strait due to concessions the Ma administration has made to China, the People’s Liberation Army’s preparations for war against Taiwan have not slackened.  The majority of the Taiwanese people are worried about adverse consequences on their livelihoods of Ma’s policy of rapid economic integration with China.  If the Kuomintang pushes the signing of a peace accord with China in the next couple of years, massive, bloody protests could be triggered.  Such upheaval could provide the People’s Liberation Army with a pretext to invade Taiwan.


Taiwan is facing double jeopardy: an external military threat from China and internal subversion by the Ma government, which is dominated by radical elements in the KMT who are collaborating with Beijing to steadily demolish Taiwan’s sovereignty and democracy.


If Taiwan were to fall to PLA coercion or internal subversion, the United States would suffer a geostrategic disaster.  The sea lanes and air space around Taiwan are critical to the survival of Japan and South Korea.  Once in control of Taiwan, China would be in position to pressure Japan and South Korea to become its vassal states.  Given Japan’s unstable domestic politics and its aversion to nuclear weapons, Japan would likely cave once the credibility of the U.S. as keeper of the peace in East Asian had been lost.  With the demise of the U.S.-Japan military alliance, the U.S. would be forced to retreat all the way back to Hawaii.


As the new hegemon of Asia, China would be able to requisition Japan’s considerable financial and technological resources to build up its wealth and military power.  With the combined strength of the world’s second and third largest economies, it would not be unrealistic for China to aspire to replace the United States as the world’s greatest superpower.
The late Congressman Gerald Solomon once said Taiwan’s security is ultimately America’s security. We urge President Obama to undertake a deep and comprehensive review of our policy regarding Taiwan’s future.
